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Torrential rains
brought on by global
warming may
increasingly
overwhelm city
storm sewers across
Canada, a London
scientist warns.
The super storms
will lead to major
floods like those that
in the last few years
struck Peterborough
and Stratford, the
latter leading to a $220-million lawsuit against that city.
"I don't think we have to look too far into the future," said Slobodan
Simonovic, who directs UWO's Institute for Catastrophic Loss
Reduction.
A Free Press article this week about Simonovic's research has
prompted city hall engineers to review his work and call on Ontario
officials to do the same.
"I think it's the obligation of the province to review this information,"
said Berta Krichker, an engineer who oversees the way the city
manages storm water.
Simonovic's research predicts severe summer storms will raise the
Thames River to record levels, beyond what led to the biggest
recorded flood in London's history in 1937.
Those rainfalls may also overwhelm the city's storm sewers, he said,
a warning that an official with the Upper Thames River Conservation
Authority takes seriously.
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"That potentially is a bigger problem than flooding along the
Thames," said Jeff Brick, who co-ordinates flood control for the
conservation authority.
Simonovic contends areas along the river and the city's storm sewer
system are vulnerable because standards to contain the water in them
weren't designed to deal with severe storms due to climate change.
"I feel the (provincial and federal) governments are ignoring this fact
and avoiding the question of revisiting standards and the reason is,
probably, the costs," he said.
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Krichker believes the city's storm water system is sufficient but her
belief is based on past, not projected, storms.
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London's storm sewers now have enough capacity to deal with the
sort of major storm that strikes once every five years -- at least
according to past data -- Krichker said.
When storms exceed that capacity, excess water travels over land
until it reaches a waterway, she said.
The system has worked well and Krichker believes it will continue to
do so -- but Simonovic isn't so sure.
If a storm hits worse than that which caused the flood in 1937, the
Thames may overflow, leaving nowhere for water on the ground to
go.
London officials previously committed to closely monitoring
Dingman and Stoney creeks but Simonovic believes more is needed - they need to know how to manage the storms of the future.
News Headlines
'We must preserve our heritage'
Now he's running away from top PQ job
Vets lend backing to ribbon campaign
Question of support
Layoffs could hit 150 at Ingersoll auto parts plant
Storm danger real: scientist
Chemical Romance with London still going strong
Finally, catching the Pleiter boys
Look good & feel good
Reptile expert says feds must step in
Pakistan goes violent
U.S. patrol attack kills 5
Israeli envoy pledges more withdrawals
Cancer patients turn their backs on Smitherman
Defence officials trying to recruit more minorities
Mass protest in Rome against unmarried rights
Civil servant put on parade
BREAKING NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Cdn authorities arrest one of
Iraqi interpreter among 5
FBI's 10 Most Wanted
dead in attack; 4,000
Canadian authorities will seek to
troops search for 3 soldiers
keep a man wanted in the United
Iraqi interpreter among 5

mhtml:file://G:\CV\Web\Media\LFP_MAY2_2007\StormFlood_May_2007.mht

7/10/2013

London Free Press - Local News - Storm danger real: scientist

OUR SERVICES
Place an Ad
Contact Us
Subscribe
Become a Carrier
Newspapers in
Education
Your Newspaper
General Comments
Terms and
Conditions
Privacy Statement
General Contest
Rules
ON CANOE.CA
Horoscopes
Lotteries
E-Cards
Crosswords
TV Listings

States on child sex charges in
custody at a detention hearing
Monday, a Border Services Agency
spokesman said.
FULL STORY More at CNEWS

Page 3 of 3

dead in attack; 4,000
troops search for 3 soldiers
Pope rallies Latin
American bishops
NATO confirms death of
feared Taliban commander
Mullah Dadullah

As A dv e rti s ed i n th e Lo n do n F re e Pre s s

Aqua Massage.
(Health & Wellbeing: AQUA MASSAGE & ESTHETIC
SERVIC)

Aq

Aq

AQ
See All Health & Wellbeing Ads

Home | News | Opinion | Today | Sports | Business | Classifieds
Place an Ad | Subscribe | Become a Carrier | Your Newspaper

Newspapers



Send a Letter to the Editor
CANOE home | We welcome your feedback.
Copyright © 2006, Canoe Inc. All rights reserved.
Proprietor and Publisher - The London Free Press,
P.O. Box 2280, 369 York Street, London Ontario Canada N6A 4G1

mhtml:file://G:\CV\Web\Media\LFP_MAY2_2007\StormFlood_May_2007.mht

7/10/2013

